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Imperial mobility: within and 
outside the British Empire

• Military officers and colonial 

soldiers

• Managing the Empire: colonial 

administrators from the British Isles 

and other colonies

• Forced displacement and 

population transfers

• Slave trade, Middle Passage and 

successively the movement of 

liberated slaves.

• Religious refugees (Huguenots 

and Jews) in (East) London and 

industrial cities
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Immigration and immigration 
control in 20th century

• 1905 Aliens Act and the ‘undesirables’

a "..stream of Russian and Polish immigration—in other words, the 

immigration of the most destitute type...increasing in volume 

year by year". It was ambivalent in its aims and constructed 

powers whose aim was that they should be equally applied but 

its underlying aim was to control a particular “problem” group. 

• 1914–1918: Immigration control during WWI

Introduced ID requirement (passport with photograph) and 

registration with the police. 

• Immigration controls in the 1920s and 1930s

The 1919 Aliens Restriction Act granted a wide-ranging discretion 

to the Home Secretary. Entry could be refused to those who 

could not support themselves, and their dependants; those 

medically unfit; those convicted of crimes abroad; and politically 

‘undesirables’. 

Immigration and immigration 
control in 20th century

• 1939–1945: Immigration control 

during the Second World War

Emergency screening powers for the 

Immigration Service and repatriation of 

enemy aliens.

• 1945–1961: Post-war growth of 

Commonwealth immigration

The position of refugees had been 

under review since the war. Questions 

had necessarily been posed as to 

whether more could and should have 

been done to save Jewish refugees 

fleeing Nazi persecution. 

Reconstruction and labour shortage: 

direct recruitment in the West Indies. 

TfL recruiter in Barbados
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Post-WWII Commonwealth 
migration

• In the wake of WW II, requests of  

colonial servicemen to settle in the 

‘mother country’ were turned 

down

• Britain’s need for manpower and 

the start of the immigration 

debate in the late 1940s. New 

wave of immigrant workers arrived 

in Britain in the late 1940s and the 

early 1950s

• Important moment but not the 
beginning: docking of the freighter 

Empire Windrush in England with 

about 500 Jamaicans on 22 June 

1948. Reminder of the immigration 

and race nexus

Black & Brown Britain before 
the Empire Windrush

Photograph taken in 1862 of Sarah Forbes Bonetta, a 

woman who was captured as a child in Africa and 

given as a present to Queen Victoria. 



16/12/2019

4

Immigration and immigration 
control in 20th century

• 1962–1968: Post-imperial restrictions

• The Commonwealth Immigrants Act 1962 came 

about as a result of growing public and political 

unease regarding the impact of migration from the, 

now fast declining, British Empire. 

• It became accepted that the common citizenship 

status shared by the various members of the Empire, 

or Commonwealth, was untenable with a world 

population growing and more mobile.

• There was also a better understanding than there had 

been in 1948 that Britain’s world position had 

irrevocably changed as it moved away from the 

assumptions of empire towards potential membership 

of the European Economic Community.

Only resolute 
and urgent 
action will avert 
it even now. 
Whether there 
will be the public 
will to demand 
and obtain that 
action, I do not 
know (Powell 
1968) 

Narrating Britain after the 
Empire Windrush

“More than Norman Tebbit, Powell 
frightened me. Tebbit wanted me to support 
England, but Powell wanted me to support 
England while living in Pakistan. Repatriation 
was a most terrifying word for a young boy 
who knew nothing but Britain and who 
feared what might happen should Powell 
and his supporters ever gain power. He 
taught my family the importance of always 
having a suitcase packed and a Pakistani 
passport” (Sarfraz Manzoor)
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From British Empire to Cool 
Britain and beyond
• The geopolitical 

transition from Empire to 

EU membership also 

meant a recalibration of 

immigration flows. 

• Intra-EU mobility under 

freedom of movement 

led to a closure of other 

immigration routes, 

particularly for low 

skilled jobs.

• London is the capital of 

‘Europolitanism’

Rebordering membership and 
the end of freedom of movement
• End of freedom of movement for 

Commonwealth subjects marked a significant 

transition as it created a fault lines within 

families and generations.

• The so-called “Windrush scandal” is the 

product of the intersection of that transition 

with the contemporary “hostile environment” 

immigration policy championed by former 

British PM Theresa May.

The aim to 

create, here in 

Britain, a really 

hostile 

environment 

for illegal 

immigrants
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Ending freedom of movement 
rights twice: Brexit
• Following the Brexit referendum, the UK is 

facing a similar policy dilemma to that of 

the ending of Commonwealth immigration 

in the 1960s and 1970s: ending freedom of 

movement rights

• In the 1960s and 1970s the UK government 

decided to follow a declaratory route and 

simply continue the lawful residence of 

existing residents by operation of primary 

legislation. 

• Today, the UK government has decided to 

force currently resident EU citizens who want 

to remain lawfully in the UK to apply for 

immigration status.
www.eurochildren.info

Geopolitics of 
migration
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The death of 
multiculturalism?

“Under the doctrine of state 

multiculturalism, we have encouraged 

different cultures to live separate lives, 

apart from each other and apart from 

the mainstream. […]We’ve even 

tolerated these segregated 

communities behaving in ways that run 

completely counter to our values” 

(David Cameron, 2011)

“…multiculturalism is a ‘stubbornly 

undead diversity … terrifying to the 

power and destabilising of the order 

that pronounced their death’ (Paul 

Gilroy 2012). 

The legacy of migration

22.2% of those living in 

Birmingham were born 

outside of the UK, and 

this figure increases to 

44.9% for those living in 

the Lozells and East 

Handsworth Ward –

not incl. second 

generations. Rookery 

Road is within areas 

that are ranked as 

amongst the 10% most 

deprived in England

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DVv4mF1zuFE



